
ACCIDENTS CAUSED BY SUBMERSION, SUFFOCATION, AND 
FOREIGN BODIES (E910-E915) 

• E910 Accidental drowning and submersion  
o Includes: immersion  

§ swimmers' cramp  
o Excludes: diving accident (NOS) (resulting in injury except drowning) (E883.0)  

§ diving with insufficient air supply (E913.2)  
§ drowning and submersion due to:  

§ cataclysm (E908-E909)  
§ machinery accident (E919.0-E919.9)  
§ transport accident (E800.0-E845.9)  

§ effect of high and low air pressure (E902.2)  
§ injury from striking against objects while in running water (E917.2)  

o E910.0 While water-skiing  
§ Fall from water skis with submersion or drowning  
§ Excludes: accident to water-skier involving a watercraft and resulting in submersion or 

other injury (E830.4, E831.4)  
o E910.1 While engaged in other sport or recreational activity with diving equipment  

§ Scuba diving NOS  
§ Skin diving NOS  
§ Underwater spear fishing NOS  

o E910.2 While engaged in other sport or recreational activity without diving equipment  
§ Fishing or hunting, except from boat or with diving equipment  
§ Ice skating  
§ Playing in water  
§ Surfboarding  
§ Swimming NOS  
§ Voluntarily jumping from boat, not involved in accident, for swim NOS  
§ Wading in water  
§ Excludes: jumping into water to rescue another person (E910.3)  

o E910.3 While swimming or diving for purposes other than recreation or sport  
§ Marine salvage (with diving equipment)  
§ Pearl diving (with diving equipment)  
§ Placement of fishing nets (with diving equipment)  
§ Rescue (attempt) of another person (with diving equipment)  
§ Underwater construction or repairs (with diving equipment)  

o E910.4 In bathtub  
o E910.8 Other accidental drowning or submersion  

§ Drowning in:  
§ quenching tank  
§ swimming pool  

o E910.9 Unspecified accidental drowning or submersion  
§ Accidental fall into water NOS  
§ Drowning NOS  

• E911 Inhalation and ingestion of food causing obstruction of respiratory tract or suffocation  
o Aspiration and inhalation of food [any] (into respiratory tract) NOS  
o Asphyxia by food [including bone, seed in food, regurgitated food]  
o Choked on food [including bone, seed in food, regurgitated food]  
o Suffocation by food [including bone, seed in food, regurgitated food]  
o Compression of trachea by food lodged in esophagus  



o Interruption of respiration by food lodged in esophagus  
o Obstruction of respiration by food lodged in esophagus  
o Obstruction of pharynx by food (bolus)  
o Excludes: injury, except asphyxia and obstruction of respiratory passage, caused by food (E915)  

§ obstruction of esophagus by food without mention of asphyxia or obstruction of 
respiratory passage (E915)  

• E912 Inhalation and ingestion of other object causing obstruction of respiratory tract or suffocation  
o Aspiration and inhalation of foreign body except food (into respiratory tract) NOS  
o Foreign object [bean] [marble] in nose  
o Obstruction of pharynx by foreign body  
o Compression by foreign body in esophagus  
o Interruption of respiration by foreign body in esophagus  
o Obstruction of respiration by foreign body in esophagus  
o Excludes: injury, except asphyxia and obstruction of respiratory passage, caused by foreign body 

(E915)  
§ obstruction of esophagus by foreign body without mention of asphyxia or obstruction in 

respiratory passage (E915)  
• E913 Accidental mechanical suffocation  

o Excludes: mechanical suffocation from or by:  
§ accidental inhalation or ingestion of:  

§ food (E911)  
§ foreign object (E912)  

§ cataclysm (E908-E909)  
§ explosion (E921.0-E921.9, E923.0-E923.9)  
§ machinery accident (E919.0-E919.9)  

o E913.0 In bed or cradle  
§ Excludes: suffocation by plastic bag (E913.1)  

o E913.1 By plastic bag  
o E913.2 Due to lack of air (in closed place)  

§ Accidentally closed up in refrigerator or other airtight enclosed space  
§ Diving with insufficient air supply  
§ Excludes: suffocation by plastic bag (E913.1)  

o E913.3 By falling earth or other substance  
§ Cave-in NOS  
§ Excludes: cave-in caused by cataclysmic earth surface movements and eruptions 

(E909.8)  
§ struck by cave-in without asphyxiation or suffocation (E916)  

o E913.8 Other specified means  
§ Accidental hanging, except in bed or cradle  

o E913.9 Unspecified means  
§ Asphyxia, mechanical NOS  
§ Strangulation NOS  
§ Suffocation NOS  

• E914 Foreign body accidentally entering eye and adnexa  
o Excludes: corrosive liquid (E924.1)  

• E915 Foreign body accidentally entering other orifice  
o Excludes: aspiration and inhalation of foreign body, any, (into respiratory tract) NOS (E911-

E912)  

 


